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In recent years poster presentations have become 
an integral and important part of scientific 
meetings. They enable a large number of bio- 
chemists to report on their latest work, provide a 
focal point for discussions, and stimulate the 
development of new contacts between those work- 
ing in similar or related fields. Despite these ob- 
vious values, however, the potential of poster 
presentations is often not fully realised. With each 
poster on display for only a few hours and com- 
peting for attention with many other posters, there 
is limited opportunity for it to be seen by all in- 
terested participants. 
A new and attractive way of prolonging the 
useful life of poster presentations has been 
established in the last few years by the ICSU Press 
(the publishing house of the International Council 
of Scientific Unions) in its volumes of Short 
Reports. Each of these arises from one interna- 
tional biochemical meeting and is intended to pro- 
vide a durable, informative and retrievable record 
of the many scientific ontributions made there in 
the form of posters. 'Contemporary Themes in 
Biochemistry' (the 6th in the series of ICSU Short 
Reports) is the permanent record of more than 
three-hundred poster presentations submitted to 
the Fourth Congress of the Federation of the Asian 
and Oceanian Biochemists (FAOB) which took 
place in Singapore at the end of 1986. 
The FAOB was formed in 1972 and is the group- 
ing of Biochemical Societies of Australia, Bangla- 
desh, China (Beijing), Chine (Taipei), Hawaii, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic 
of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. The FAOB 
is an Associated Organisation of the International 
Union of Biochemistry (IUB) from which it 
receives financial support that enables it to hold 
the triennial FAOB Congress. 
In 'Contemporary Themes in Biochemistry' the 
short written reports of posters are presented 
under twenty-seven section headings which cover 
many areas of biochemistry from Growth Factors 
and Oncogenes to Tropical Diseases, from Gene 
Structure to Eicosanoids. 
In a paper-back version the volume was included 
in the registration package for Congress par- 
ticipants, but even the most ardent participant 
would have accumulated only a fraction of its 
wealth of current information. The hard-back ver- 
sion was simultaneously placed on open sale by 
Cambridge University Press on behalf of the ICSU 
Press and, for those unable to attend the Congress, 
it offers a concise and comprehensive synopsis of 
the latest advances in biochemistry in a large area 
of the world. 
Its cost makes it unlikely to be purchased by in- 
dividual biochemists, but libraries and laboratories 
should certainly be encouraged to add it and the 
other ICSU Short Report volumes to their range of 
scientific literature. 
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